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The Summary
n Iraqi Contemporary Architecture: Subjugating of

The Effect of Technology 0 .
Modern Building Material to Consolidating Iraqi Vernacular Thought

By: Monawarah Sabah Al-shahbandar
Supervisor: D.Emad Abdul Hameed

We have, in the era of technological development, to be prepared. The era in which ,
is going to be for that who can understand deeply the technological
development and who makes it locally settled , in order to make out of it an unique
architecture that can comply with the needs of socicty and reflects its intentions.

The research starts with the treatment of the intellectual built up of the modern Iraqi
one self and its location within the past-present-future argument. Rushing from the cultural
dialogue principle dictated by the Islamic religion in order to embody the human race
uniformity and accomplish the will of Almighty God in making them peoples and tribes in
order to know each other and cooperate for the benefit of all. This assures the obligation of
knowing what the other (the west) has reached to, from technology. After the acquaintance
process, the reproduction of the origins of its formation shall be done in order to reach the
structural genesis of the formation, then accomplishing a series of subjugating that suit the
actual life of the Iraqi modern person. Practically, the acclimation is defined as it is the
altering that occurs to the technique in order to make it according to the overwhelming
approach within the vernacular Iraqi specialty. Where as the definition of the technique
according to what the research has reached, is the dealing with the building material from
the designation and construction joints, and the style of constructing, connecting one or
more materials, and it is the matter of organizing the construction materials frame, or giving
a structure that could accomplish a meaning or any other benefit. In that the research
problem is embodied according to nscientific need for a clear imagination to the relation
between the modern techniques of the modern building materials and the modern Iragi
vernacular thought", and to accomplish the general target in knowing the relation between
the modern techniques of the modern building materials and the modern Iraqi vernacular
thought in order to subjugate these techniques in consolidating that thought.

The research reached to the presence of the vernacular intellectual items contains
main four items (religious, environmental, social and aesthetical) that contains within
secondary items. The intellectual structure contains the values and principles that represent
the human thought essence, and forms the combined collective values (collective memory).
But the education culture is not but the group of traditions and habits which cultivates the
thought and forms the aesthetical sense, and the holding of the values and planting the moral
sense. Maintaining the social identity can be achieved through knowing and analyzing the
elem.ents of the thought structure which are: (the educational culture nuclei which is
relatively constant, and contains the religious values and the position properties
fundamentals) and (the educational culture which is changeable with the time-and contains
the shift of human awareness for aesthetic values, and the change of the human needs and
the §Ocial relations). The educational culture nuclei is responsible about the preservation of
the identity because it is an essence elements that work for the filtering and adaptation the
newly elements according to its structural nature. The modern vernacular thought is
connected with the (past) heritage and it is part of its intellectual system, and as far as it is
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living in the present the_re is timely homogeneity, and. it fqrms a connection ring t}}at lc-:ads to
the future when the time changes and the place is still and represent the situation of
separation from each other (the west). ‘ o .

When technology had entered Iraq in the beginning of the late century, it had crea.ited
an openness towards the .west', that led to the projection of the situation of (western%zatlo_n)
that stamped the recent situation and led la‘ter to the appearance of the need for an 1de.nt1ty
and the need of returning back to the a}ncwnt culture, because of thef W(?S'[Cm educatlonz.ll
culture infiltration. The aspects of dealing with the items of modernization and culture is
discussed, those aspects that represent the conservativeness, the progressive and the
conciliation ones. But these aspects adopted an imported educational culture and it has
missed the one self modern thinking and its development through the era, and the ability of
reacting with the other. The research deals with the old culture and the modernization in a
vision that starts from the understanding of the vernacular thinking which is found within
one self and its location within the past, present and future argumentation and its
disconnection from the other.

After elaborating the important properties and abilities of the modern building
materials, that are (the concrete, the glass, steel and plastics) and what do they have of
abilities that gave the designers a constructive inventions formed a special layouts that can
be considered as an unending source for the renewed architectural formations, and with it
what they have presented from the point of the properties of flexibility and the ability of
! bearing the constraints of tension and pressure and the sound, heat isolation abilities, up to
E the double. Flaborating the relation between the material and the thought which are
[ considered as the two poles of architecture and their integration, consider that as a basic
: principle that achieves the ingenuity in the architectural production. For the materialistic
pole present the exterior appearance of the architecture, but the thoughtful pole forms the
social demand, and its materialistic, emotional, metaphysical, beneficial, aesthetical and
symbolical constituents. After that the analyzing of the modem global architecture is done
in order to reach to the most prominent techniques used as a modern building material
within the attitudes of (post modern, high-tech, deconstruction and folding) through
analyzing the specialized studies and the architectural projects in order to display the
relation between the modern thought and modern building materials techniques and the
, important procedures used. For the procedure is defined as the way of treatment of those
' techniques. After that is the arrival to the relation between the modern techniques and the
Iraqi vernacular thought according to the items of the modern Iraqi vernacular thought
within the levels of that relation, that include the properties of the place, and the functional,
forms, aesthetical and meaningful producing properties.

Eight Iraqi architects were selected in order to make the study practical one. And to
reach later-on to the final results and deductions, and to be acquainted with the procedures
that achieve the relation between the modern techniques of the modern building materials
and modern Iraqi vernacular thought within the levels of that relation.

The research contains the recommendation to the architect engineer to use a clear
frame of the relation between the modern techniques and the modern Iragi vernacular
thought, and the possibility of subjugating these techniques to consolidate that thought. The
research opens future horizons for other researches that are related to the modern building
materials and their characteristics, properties, and techniques, and the possibility of giving
them the role of consolidating the modern Iraqi vernacular thought.
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