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PREFACE

The arab Islamic city is characterized with its live, developed
and civilized history, as it's not only a complex of buildings,
utilities,; roads and elevations or a group of human beings on a
limited geographical area. but it’s a real interaction between a
human being and a human being, and between the human being and the
locality within the framework of the Islamic religious teachings
and provisions and guidance of the jurisprudence, and belief in the
religion as a lLaw of the life, and the Arab Islamic cities have in
common & number of similar creative elements, both on the general
level and particular level, and these characteristics distinguish
the Arab Islamic city from other cities of the world, and the
mosque/shrine  represents the retigious nucleus: the pulsative heart
of the city, and fraught with life and activity and the dominatine
element over organizing it's constructional and elevation
components, and directing the traffic centres and controlling aver
the -sky line of +the o1ld city which isg characterized with it'c
generally low ( two stories as A maximum ) as  height of anv
building does not exceed sver height of minarets and domes of the
mosque or the shrine,

There are in Irag numerous cities of holyv shrines well known all
over the Arab and  Islamic world, which have developed ac
distinguished urbane places  and continued up to ocur  present days
and due to different historical, religious and nolitical reasons,
among them AL-ABRASSIVA RETREAT and AL-HHSSAINIYA RETREAT in
Karbala and AL-HAIDARIYA RETREAT in Najaf and AL-ASKARTYA RETREAT
in Samara and AL-KADHIMIYA RETREAT in Kadhimiva.

And  due to  the swift urbane constructional  erowth., these
religious centres and their urbane components  were exposed  to
demolishing and the arbitrary removal of vast areas of  their old
structures surrounding their religious centres ( the mosane /the
shrine ) as they are situated within the centres of The modern
towns which are exposed to increase of- . prices spirally. and the
residential function is turned into commerecial activity in order to
realize high material income, and proposals for renovating these
locations were made  to solve the traffic problems, cutting large
and straight roads and allocation of large areas as car parkings,
and removing the areas surrounding  the religious necleus { the
mosque/the shrines ) and projection of the buildings as separated
architectural monuments and icolated from their enviroment., =and
change of conception of the elevations from turning towards inside
to cenception of +turnine towards outside, influenced by handling
the elevations surrounding the christian religious necleus (
the church ) and this conception is influenced by the pattern of
gErecian thinking in projecting the worshipping place as = lofty
monument,,

Arid for the purpose of arriving at the objective, serial of the

study course has been divided according to the following four
Chapters : -

CHAPTER ONE :*
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acquainted with influence of the religious factors and it's:
religious conceptions and teachings upon formation of the city
structure and the historical stapges for the constructional erowth
and ocreation of +the urbane elevations around these religious

centres.

CHAPTER TWO :

L Takes into consideration studying of developing stages for
conception of the wurbane renovation and it's various policies and
objectives, thereafter analvzing nature of the problems that these
religious centres suffer in the Arab Islamic towns, and selecting
examples of the religious centres for some of these towns. and
studying stages of their historical growth and their distinguished
characteristics and their urbane problems, and experiments of the
urbane renovation nroposed for their development. and noints of
failure and success in these experiments.

CHAPTER THREE :

This chapter concerns  studying of Al -Kadhimiva townr  and
characteristics of the old constructional structure. which had been
demolished, and proposals for renovating the surrounding ares, and
results of exercising application of these proposals and  the
problems that the folkloric area is exposed to.

CHAPTER FOUR :

This chapter depicts +the basic conceptions for renovating the
areas surrounding  the holy shrines in a way  that ensures
preservation of the religious urbane personality and objectives of
the plan for developing the area aurrounding  the shrine of al-
Kadhimiya, and it’s. proposals for work +o mprove—enviroment of the
constructional area and raising it’s urbane <tandard and to achieve
rarticipation of the citizens.

i
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