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The Enfluence Of Design Factors On Students’ Behavior In Universities
i - Central Libraries
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Most of the avaitable architectural literature was concerned primarly with
issues that reinforced building effeciency in aspects which are mainly
behavicral. These aspects are greatly manifested in university libraries, and
specifically in the reading areas since they should contain an environment
which stipulates certain standards appropriate to serve activities they are
designed for. In addition, the literature has dealt with interior design and
furniture arrangement but did not deal in depth with issues that relate to other
design variables concerning the space itself . In addition, it did not study other
variables that explain the relationsship of the various major spaces inthe
library.

It has been noted that mest of the available research has addressed general
and descriptive issues concerning the design of the reading areas, without
suggesting the means to measure the relative variables of the design and their
impact on behaviral aspect of the users (students).

Therefore, the problem of this study can be stated that no clearly defined
design characteristics of the reading areas are specifically studied in terms of
privacy of the user in such spaces.

The major goals concerned in this research are the following:

a- Identifying methods of measurement of design issues significant to user's
behavior.

b- Identifying methods of measurement for users privacy as experienced by the
users in term of their judgment to the built environment.

c- Studying the relationship between variables resulting froma &b above.

In order to fulfill the objectives of this study, six chapters were written. The
first chapter deals with general aspects of university library and its role in the
acadimic education. The second chapter reviews current literature which deals
with the relationship between design and behavior which represents the major
problem of this research. In the third chapter, the research problem was
identified and specified regarding various issues to design and behavior, The
fourth chapter reviews methods to assess both independant and dependant
variables (i.e. design characteristis and degree of privacy respectively) as well
as clarifying methods concerned to reach the relationship between each
variable through stating design research. The fifth chapter deals with the case
study and with the results that immereged from it. The final chapter includes a
set of conciusions which reiates to:

a- Measurement levels of Design Factors Variables.

b- Measurement levels of Behavior Factors Variables.

c- Levels of relaticnships between Design and Behavior Factors Variables.
A set of recommendations is also presented.
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