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Abstract
The Role of Adaptation in the Evolution of Mosques Architecture

Rescarcher: Supervisor :
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Ahmadabdul.wahed@yahoo.com Migdad@maljawadi.com

This study aims at investigating the Islamic defining feature of mosque
samples through time progress in that some believe that those samples are
away from the standard architectural sample of the first fundamental
mosques. To achieve this goal, the study confirmed on clarifying the role of
the concept of adaptation that could be utilized in the evolution of Islamic
architecture through making alterations one of the important type of the
Islamic architecture which is mosque type. This will open the door for recent
designer to take part in making a developed mosque architecture which
coincides with the present time to show the suitability of Islam in all time and
environments. .

Reviewing previous studies dealing with Islamic architecture, and
specifically mosque architecture, revealed the emergence of the subject of
adaptation as a distinguished form in the evolution of Islamic architecture.
Let, those studies did not put forward a theoretical frame or basis or
mechanisms that could be adopted in designing mosques. Besides, the studies
did not equip architects with what helps them in predicting the patterns of
adaptation processes which can be adopted in forming accepted mosque
architecture in different countries, Thus, the problem her was the absence of
a specific imagination of the procedures and mechanisms for achieving
adaptation of the mosque architecture in all places and times, in the way
contributing the birth of a new mosques models.

Therefore, the researcher made it his goal to find those procedures and
mechanisms adopted in creating adaptation at the level of archetype of
mosque architecture through different natural and cultural effects. Also the
researcher adopted the hypothesis which says that the evolution in mosque
models was done by using some procedures and mechanisms to achieve
alterations of the first mosque sample (the mosque of the prophet
Muhammad, may blessing and peace of Allah be upon him) according to
different effects.

The researcher reached to a criterion of the accepted adaptation represented
by that met in the mosques of the first Hejri century which the coming
mosques designs were measured by which then opened a wide door for the
design and architecture of new mosques. Such state was achieved through
using alterations within four levels: plan, general components, constructional
systems and building materials, and decoration by following two basic ways
(Relocation and Transformation) with there mechanisms to achieve the
. functional, symbolic and common goals along with the detailed effscts of
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