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Michigan exhibit shows how Albert
Kahn's industrial beauty influenced
Modernism

Devotees of the Machine Age aesthetic will
enjoy Albert Kahn:
Inspirutionfor the Modern, an exhibit at the
University of Michigan's Museum of Art
through October 2l . The exhibit, which pairs
Kahn's sketches and drawings with artwork
inspired by his flagship factories for Ford
(the exhibit sponsor), illustrates how his
work helped give rise to the forms, styles,
and themes exolored in earlv Modemism.
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A self-taught architect, the German-bom
Kahn (1869-1942) immigrated to America in
1880 and learned the craft at a Detroit firm
before opening his own practice in 1896. His
multidisciplinary studio brought together
architects and engineers to design projects of
many sizes and scales, but he's best known
for Highland Park and the River Rouge
complex-the massive, light-filled Ford plants
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In Kahn's hands, gloomy industrial
architecture became elegant, airy structures
that were just as technologically innovative
as the cars built within them.

The nascent art of photography and the
burgeoning field of advertising allowed
Kahn's work for Ford to be caotured in an
entirely new way and conveyed to global
audiences, where it came to symbolize
American optimism, productivity, effrciency,
and progress. European artists and architects
traveled to Detroit to see the iconic factories,
and Le Corbusier used photographs ofthem
in his groundbreaking text, Towards a New
Architecture. American artist Charles
Sheeler, who was commissioned to paint
fuver Rouge in the 1930s, drew on is
imagery throughout his career. Mexican
muralist Diego Rivera first sketched
sweeping scenes in charcoal from within the
River Rouge complex, which he later used as
the basis for Detroit Industy, the mural he
painted in 1983 for the Detroit Institute of
Arts. The artworks on display underscore the
breadth ofKahn's reach and the depth of his
influence.

With the upcoming River Rouge
renovation thrusting the work of Kahn back
into the public eye, this exhibit is well timed.
The beauty of form following function,
demonstrated in Kahn's architecture for the
Machine Age, remains an inspiration for
designers. Deborah Snoonian, P.E.
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Austin City Hall by Pre dock moves
forward Design has been approved for thc
$38 million Austin City Hall by Antoine
Predock Architect of Albuquerque in
associalion with Cotera, Kolar, Negrete &
Reed Architects of Austin, tex. The masses
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of the I 18,000-square-foot building, to tie

completed in fall 2003, are intentionally

angled away from adjacent streets with
several small plazas around the perimeter.

Primary materials are limestone, brorze, and
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glass, with a scrimlike bronze skin nveloping

the upper levels. According to Predock's

design, terraces will be positioned to form

analogous relationships to geological forces

in the hill counfy surrounding Austin.

Inside, catwalk-like bridges will intersect a

four-story lobby with a bronze ceiling.

ED\lm-ois\$D

Grimshaw wins competition for
Rensselaer art and media center London-

based Nicolas Grimshaw & Partners has won

a competition for a $50 million electronic

media and performing arts center at

Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute in Troy,

N.Y The 160,000-square-toot building, to

open in fall 2003, will have five performance

venues, Including a 1,200-seat theater, a

400-seat recital hell, galleries for elechonic

and traditional visual arts, and studios.

Grimshaw was selected in a competition

with Davis Brody Bond. Thomas Leeser,

Morphosis Architects, and Bemard Tschumi

Architects. Built on a bluff, the building will
feature a glass atrium overlooking the

Hudson fuver. Grimshaw envisions the

building as a "floating wafer" that extends

the Rensselaer campus westward.

Grimshaw's Rensselaer cenler lncludes
atrfum and perlonnance spaces
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Less than 50 years old' IITts Crown
Ilall among 15 sites named National
Historic Landmarks
Secretary ofthe Interior Gale Norton has

named 15 sites as National Historic
Landmarks, five of which were designated

for their architectural sigrificance. The most

notable among this noup is Mies van der

Rohe's S.R. Crown Hall at the lllinnois

Institute of Technology in Chicago. The

other four landmark designees in the

architecture category were the Merchant's

Exchange Building in Philadelphia; Dutch

Reformed Church. Newburgh, N.Y.; Samuel

Wadsworth Rushell House, Middletown,

Conn.; and Gibson House, Boston.

Crown Hall will also receive a $25O,OOO

Getty Institute Conservation Grant, will be

used toward the restoration of the exterior of
the lntemational Style masterpiece.

Mies was given the commission to

design the entire IIT campus in 1939. Crown

Hall serves as the home of the College of
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Architecture, which Mies led in the period of
Crown Hall's construction. The building
completed in 1956, expresses Mies' often
repeated maxims "less is more" and "God is

in the details."

S.R. Crown Hall, completed in 1956 at IIT, has been
desisnared a Nstional Hktoric Landmatk

Crown Hall is a single-story building with a
structure that it completely supported by four
steel plate girders, allowing for a single
Interior space with no support columns. The
interior houses both studio spaces for
students mid a gallery. The July 1956 issue

of RECORD contains Philip Johnson's

assessment of the completed building: 'Not
since the Gothic." he wrote. .,has there been

such clarity of expression."
This year's National Historic Landmark

announcements have been maned by a
controversy surrounding the nomination of
the Fresno Sanitary Landfill as a Landmark
in the "lndividual Topics" category. The
dump is also on the Environmental
Protection Agency's Superfund cleanup list,
and its nomination has been put on hold.
Kevin Lerner
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Nouvel wins Praemium Imperiale French
architect Jean nouvel has been named one of
the winners of the l3th Praemium imperiale
award by the Japan Art Association. Other
winners this year are Arthur Miller for

theater/fiIm, Omette Coleman for music,
Marta Pan for sculpture, and Lee Ufan for
painting. The Praermium lmperiale is an
annual award for global achievement in the
arts given by the Japan Art Association,

Nouvel, most famous for his I'Institut
du Monde Arabs in Paris, is, according
to the Art Association, an architect
whose "buildings go beyond cultural
constraints. He places great importance
or harmonizing a building with its site
and sunoundinss"

EHDD designs computer
museum
Esherick Homsey Dodge and Davis
GHDD) of Sa Francisco was selected

from a field ofthree finalists in an Ideas

competition to design a permanent home for
the Computer Museum History Center in
Mountain View, Calif, the 80,000-square-
foot museum will be located at historic
Moffett Field as part of the proposed NASA
Research Park. Construction will begin in
fall 2003 with an opening scheduled for
2005. The other finalists for the project were
Michael Maltzan Architecture of Los
Angeles and William MacDonough +
Partners of Charlottesville, Va. the museum
program calls for a grand lobby space, an
events space, and a gallery for exhibiting
artifacts from, and the history of, the
computing era Van Sickle and Rolleri of
Medford, N.J., will design the exhibirs.
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EHDD's schemelor the computer museum
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